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'ED HE late EEE Ny" Increaſe of un enden | 


the Iriſb Eſtabliſhment, demands an n inquiry 
of chis Kind at this Time. 


=: Pa Pans] is publiſhed in e W Bri- 

tain is deeply intereſted in the Subject; and, with- 
out her Aid, Ireland cannot hope for Redreſs. It is 
phy 0 long before the uſual Time of the meet- 

ing of Parliament; that the Subject may, before 
next Seſſion, be conſidered in both Kingdoms, with 
that Attention which it's Importance to both re- 
quires. 
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Mzx, whoſe Intereſt leads them to purſue Mea- 
5 hurtful to the Public, eaſily find anonymous 

riters, with Talents fitted to puzzle and miſlead 
by Sophiſtry and Declamation; Which a Man of 
Reputation would be aſhamed to avow or contend 
with. This induced me to infert my Name in the 
Title-Page; and will, I hope, juſtify me in declar- 
ing, that I ſhall conſider gn anonymous Anſwer as 
unworthy of a Reply. ' 8 = 


Tuz Subject, at fliſt Sight, ſeems deljeate : Put, 
on a cloſer Inſpection, it appears otherwiſe. Enlarg- 
ing the power or permanent property of the Crown 
beyond their true bounds, being equally hurtful 
to the inſeparable Intereſts of the Crown and Na- 
tion the Love of my Couijtry and my Duty to the 
Crown, both concur in moving me to ſpeak my 
Sentiments upon this Occaſion without Reſerve. 
52 2 3 " 2 x Wap * T4 | 


IxpEED Freedom of Speech, upon this Subject, 
muſt appear abſolutely. neceſlary to every Man 
who knows, that a very conſiderable part of that 
heavy Load of Penſions, now ſubſiſting on the Iriſh 
Eſtabliſhment,” has been impoſed in the laſt two 
Months ; and that an unlimited Power of granting 
Penſions on that Eſtabliſhment to the full wer | 
of the Iriſb Hereditary Revenue, is claimed by M 
niſters on behalf of the Crown. If this Claim be 

juſt, /reland's Exiſtence, as a Country of Liberty 
and Property, is at an E. 1 are fant 
r ; =: =xÞþ =p 4] Tx 


Tux Amount of the civil Penſions on the {rip 
Eſtabliſhment continued much the ſame, without 
any conſiderable Variation, for about twenty Years, 
antecedent to the Year 1756; but is now almoſt 
doubled. e 27 eien e 


THE 
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Tux clear Income of the Hereditary Revenue of 
Treland, at a Medium of three Years ending at La- 
ay-Day 1761, amounted to four hundred and eleven 
thouſand five hundred and fiſteen Pounds per An- 
num. The Danger to Ireland, from an unlimited 
Power in the Crown over this Revenue (one Year's 
Income whereof, is not much leſs than one half of 
the whole circulating Money in that Kingdom) I 
ſhall not enlarge on. How far a Power to apply an 
Iriſþ Fund, which already, in the Infancy of 1» 
Trade, amounts to ſo much; and may amount to 
double, perhaps treble that Sum, if Ireland lives 
to Maturity; how far a Power to apply ſo large 
a Fund in Peafions calculated for extending Minil- 
terial Influence, might, in it's Conſequences, affect 
Great-Britgin ; Let Britons judge. 


Tux Revenue of the Crown is two-fold ;.2 pub- 
lic Revenue, limited on public Uſes; therefore, una- 
lienable; and a private Revenue not limited to any 
Utes; but alienable or applicable as the Crown thinks 

t. In the latter, the Crowp has a private Property; 
the ſame abſolute, unlimited Property, that a pri- 
vate Perſon has in his Eſtate ; But, in the former, 
the Crown is a Truſtee far the Public; and there- 
fore has no Right to diſpoſe of it, to any other than 
Public Uſes. . The old Opinion of ſome ſpecula- 
tive Men, that the Crown is a Truſtee '# the Pub- 


lic, of all it's Propetty, is long exploded ; nor had 


it ever any ſolid Foundation. A Truſtee. has a li- 
mited Property; he cannot alien; and muſt diſ- 
poſe of the Profits, according to the Purpoſes of the 


Truſt : But the Right of the Crown to alien what 


it had by the Common. Law (its antient Demeſne- 
Lands, Forfeitures for Treaſon and Felony, &c.) 
was never diſputed in a Court of Juſtice. _ Tis 


true, many Grants of this Kind have been ſet aſide 


by 
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by Acts of Parliament; as being improperly ob- 
tained : But the making of theſe Acts clearly ſhews, 
that the Grants were valid in Law, otherwiſe there 
would have been no Occaſion for Acts of Parlia- 
ment to annul them. 


Here, it may be proper to obſerve; that ap- 
plying to any private Uſe, in the Way af Penſion 
or otherwiſe, any Part of the Profits or Income of 
a Revenue, is, for ſo much, an Alienation. If the 
Crown has a Right to grant, out of any Revenue, 
a Penſion tu continue for a ſingle Vear, or determi- 
nable at Pleaſure; it has a Right to grant the ſame 
Penſion in Perpetuity; if the Revenue be perpe- 
tual: And if it has a Right to grant out of any Re- 
venue, the ſmalleſt Penſion in Perpetuity; it has a 
Right to grant Penſions in Perpetuity, to the full 
| Amount of the Revenue; and an equal Right to 
| ſell the Inheritance of the Revenne, all at once, 
| and apply the Purchaſe-Money to any priyate Uſes.. 


| IT is not pretended, that the Crown has any o- 
| ther than a public unalienable Property in the 1riþ 
| temporary Duties; nor, indeed, can there be any, 
| pretence for a Claim of private property therein; 
| it appe#mg by expreſs Words in the preambles of 
ſuch of theſe temporary Grants as are not appro- 
priated to particular Uſes, that they are all intend- 
ed for ſupport of Government. There will ap- 
_ pear as little pretence for à Claim of private, alie- 
nable property in the /r;þ Hereditary Duties, Which 
are granted by Act of Parhament ; when the Acts 


granting theſe Duties, are conſid ere. 


% 


Here, it niay not beimproperto premiſe; that 
the Intention of the Legiſlature by the ſettled Prin- 
[in the Conftruc- 

tion 


ciples of Law, is always to prevai 


1 
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tion of Acts of Parliament; whether the Intention 
appears from the Words of the Act; or from the 
Nature and Circumſtances of the Caſe. 


Tux Grant of Exciſe clearly appears from the 
Words of the Preamble, to be intended for public 
Ulſes.—— For Pay of the Army, and defraying o- 
ther eee Charges in Defence and Preſervation of 
this Kingdom. 


IT is equally clear, from the Words of the Pre- 
amble, in the Act of Tunnage and additional Poun- 
dage, that theſe Branches of the Revenue are alſo 
intended for public Uſes. For protecting the 
Trade of this Kingdom at Sea, and augmenting the 
Public Revenue. 


Tur Hearth-Money alſo appears, by expreſs 
Words in the Preamble, to be intended as a Public: 
Revenue, for Public Charges and Expences. 


ALTHopGH this Preamble ſufficiently excludes 
all Claim of private Property in this Branch of the 
Iriſh Revenue; yet, as it was granted-in lieuof the 
Iriſh Court of Wards, then aboliſhed, wherein the 
Crown had a private Property; and as the Penſi- 
ons which had been charged on the profits of that 
Court were very. conſiderable ; and as it might 
have been reaſonably apprehended, that the per- 
ſons who had loft their penſions by the aboliſhing, 
of that Court, would endeavour to obtain a Re- 
compence out of this new Revenue; therefore, for 
the more effectual preventing of all ſuch Attempts, 
the Legiſlature, not-content that penſions out of this 
Revenue ſhould be only voidable by a Law-ſuit, ad- 
ded a Clauſe expreſly enaeting, that all ſuch penſi- 
ons.ſhould be void; and empowering the 3 
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Exchequer, in a ſummary Way, to iſſue proceſs for 
compelling the Grantee to repay all the 71 
that ſhould be received on pretence of any ſuc 

Grant; and inflicting a Forfeiture of double Value 


vn every perſon who ſhould accept of ſuch a penſion. 


Tur Act grantiag the Revenue of Ale-Licences, 
hath nb preamble mentioning the Uſes for which 
it was granted. | 


Tun Legiſlature, therefore, in order to obviate 
all pretence of private property in this Branch of 
the Revenue, inſerted a Clauſe, reſtraining the 
Crown ftöm charging it with penſions. 


Tur Act granting the Revenue of ſtrong Wa- 
ters and Wine-Licences being principally intended 
for regulating the Retail of theſe Liquors; and the 
Income that could be expected from it, being incon- 
ſiderable; no preamble was thought of, to fignify 
the Uſes of this Grant; nor any Clauſe inſerted to 
guard it againſt penſions: But as there is nothing 
in this Act, to denote an Intention of private pro- 
perty; the Conſtruction of tlie Act, in this parti- 
cular, muſt be governed by the uſual Intention of 
ſuch Grants. This appears from the common Caſe 
of Marriage - Articles, agreeing that the intended 
Huſband's Eſtate ſhall be ſettled upon him and 
the Heirs of his Body by that Marriage. Although 
the Words of the Articles make him Tenant in 
Tail; yet, when the Articles come to be carried 
into Execution in a Court of Juſtice, he is vey 
made Tenant for Life with Remainders to the I. 
fue ; on a preſumption, that ſuch was the Intention 
of the parties; the Intention being uſually fo, in 
ſuch Caſes. This way of reaſoning will not be Ob- 
jected to, by any Man who knows, what . 

| rally 
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ralty known and 2 that the Intention », 


18-10t leſs regarded in the Conſtruction of Acts of 
parliament, than it is in the Conſtruction. of Artie 
cles. Gentlemen of the Law know, that.it is more 
regarded in the Former, than in the Latter. 


Tus old poundage of Henry VIE from the ante- 
cedent Grants of this Tax, appears clearly intend- 
ed for public Uſes. In Davis's Reports, page 11. a- 
Book of undoubted. Authority, we have the fol- 
lowing Hiſtory of it. 


An Act was made in the 14th of Edward IV. 
erecting a Military Corporation called the. Frater- 
nity of St. George, and grantirg to them and their 
Succeſſors a Duty of twelve pence in the pourd on 
Exports and Imports, for maintaining a Military 
Force in Defence of the Engliſh pale againſt Rebels. 
Io: the 10th of Henry VII. an Act was made which 
recites, that this Tax had been converted by the 
Fraternity. of St. George to private Uſes, and not in 
Diſcharge of the Public Service; and, therefore, 

rants it. to the Crown for a Term of five Years. 
On the Expiration of this Term, in the 15th of 
Heury VII the preſent: ſubſiſting Act of poundage 
made this Fax per pen 


Tus rif6. Quit-Rents and Crown-Rents being 
reſerved on Grants of Lands, wherein the Crown 
had a private property; theſe Rents were originally 


the private property of the Crown: But by the 


Engliſh Act of 11 and 12 William III. it is enacted, 
that theſe Rents ſball for euer bertafter remain and 
be, far the; Support and Ma intenanct u tbe Govern- 
ment V Irelanch; an (bat. all: Penofins, -fince the 
13:b.of February. 1688;: charged, br berzafter to be 
charged: ubereui all be word, 0 0 
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ALTHOUGH the former part of this Clauſe, ſimit- 
ing this Revenue to the Support and Maintenance 
of Government, clearly excluded penſions ; the lat- 
ter part, concerning penſions, was proper for two 
purpoſes: The one was, to make per.hons void, 
which would otherwiſe have been only voidable ; 
and the other was, to annul penſions that were 
granted between the 13th of February 1688, and 


the Time of making the Act; which might other- 
Wiſe have been deemed valid. | 


Tuvs, it moſt evidently appears, that not only 


the Iriſb temporary Duties, but alſo the Jriſh Quit- 
Rents and Crown-Rents and the 1r;/þ Hereditary 


Duties whieh are granted by Act of parliament, 


are all, the public, unalienable Revenue of the 
Crown, limited to public Uſes. 


"THERE are but three Branches of the Iriſh Re- 


venue, which remain to be conſidered; priſage on 
Wines, Light- Houſe Duties, and the Caſual Reve- 


nue. I cannot find any Acts of Parliament, grant- 


ing the two former: If there be none; the Crown 
is to be conſidered as intitled to them by Common 


Law; and conſequently, as having a private pro- 
perty therein. The Crown has alſo a private pro- 
perty in a ſmall part of the Caſual Revenue, be- 


| longing to it by Common Law, which is not diſtin- 

guiſhed in the public Accounts, from ſuch parts of 
this Branch of the Revenue, as are granted by Acts 
df parlia nent.) dn 04641 


wand Do not find that the dear Income of theſe three 


Branches (priſage on Wines, Light-Houſe Duties, 


and the Caſual Revenue) has ever amounted, in any 
one Year, to Fifteen Thouſand Pounds. ff it 
be ſo, the private Revenue of the Crown in Ireland 


"a 


l 


(the only Revenue in its Nature chargeable with 
penſions) has never amounted to 15,00 J. in any 
one Year, ſince the 1ri/þ Quit and 'Crown-Rents 
were added to the Public Revenue: as I am 
informed, it has never amounted to half that 
Sum; and ſo would appear, were the ſeveral parts 
of the Caſual Revenue diſtinguiſhed in 'the public 
Accounts. F 2: 


Tax Matter, then, ſtands thus — The Reve- 
nue of the Crown in Ireland, which can legally be 
charged with Penſions, does not amount to Fifteen 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum; probably, not to 
Seven: And the Penſions on that Eſtabliſhment 
(exchaſrve of the French Penſions, the N 
Penſions, the Penſions to Widows of Military Off- 
cers, and the Penſions granted under the Diſguiſe 
of Salaries annex'd to uſeleſs Offices — a Miniſ- 
terial Stratagem of the' moſt dangerous Tendency 
——) amounted to Sixty-four Thouſand One Hun- 
dred and Twenty Seven Pounds per Annum at La- 
dy Day 1761. That they are, fince, greatly in- 
creaſed, is certain; altho' the exact Amount of this 
Increaſe is to remain a. Secret, until the next Seſſi- 
on of the Jriſh Parliament: But it is no Secret thai 
an unlimited Power of increaſing them, for Mini- 
ſterial Purpoſes in either Kingdom, is aſſerted and 


= 


inſiſted on. 


Tux Facts mentioned in this Paper, are indiſ- 
putable : The Reaſoning ſeems grounded an eſtab- 
liſhed Principles of Law and Common Senſe. If 
it be erroneous ; the Errors, no doubt, will ſpee- 
dily be expoſed to public View; and I ſhall. not 

. be aſhamed to acknowledge Conviction: If; it be 
juſt, the'Conſequenceis obvious —— Not a ſingle 
Penſion on the Iriſb Eſtabliſhment, warranted by 


87 


Law —— All; elearly illegal. It is true, the Crown 
has an undoubted Right to charge its private Re- 
venue with Penſions f aby kind, ſor any Term, 
or in Perpetuity, to the full Amount of this Reve- 
nue. But it is equally true that the Grant of any 
Penſiom not chargeable in Law on the Public Re- 
venue, and yet charged in Fact on the Revenue at 
large {comprehending as well the Public as the pri- 
vate Revenue of the Ciown) is clearly 1gainft Lav: 
The Crown even lah Ts gary mm there: 
fore, 15 hound by 11. 


1 this Deveption bey In ite ene 1 
ful to both Kingdoms; his Maſuſty , 110. d6ubt, may 
ropetly pe informed of it by. the Grand National 
Counciſ of vither. 'Si;ppoſing Brirarh diſi tereſted; 
a Matter oft ſuch Tniportarce to her Offspring, 
could not but attract fame Share of Attention; As 
far as an inviolablè Attachment to the Profeftant 
Succeſſibuf can endair the Deſcendants of Fritain 
to their Farent- Country; ſo far, "Ireland made in- 
titled to her warmeſt 1 drr 430 
Auer Salaries annexedd to inne Off. 
ces, Wheiller Ci: U ar Military, 1 pr portion: as 
Morey falls in Value, has at different periods of 
Time, broome requiſite fer the better Support and 
Maint<121ce of Governmer:t, and the Defence and 
"Preſervation of tie Kingdom A reaſonable In- 
ereal&ot Salaries annexed to Offices of real pub- 
lie Uſe, is, in. Reality, partiof the public Charges 
and Expences; as the learth. money Act expreſſes 
it: But eit cannot be ſaid, that a penſion of any 
kind is to be cœinſidered in this Light whether it 
be granted as a generous Reward ! paſt Services 
done to'the e or r other e. | 
| A ö DON, 
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Tus Senſe of the Legiſlature of {re/and upon this 
point, clearly appears in the Hearth- money-Act. 
Although this Revenue, by the preamble of the 
Abt; is to be applied to public Uſes, the Public 
Charges and Expences : Yet the Clauſe therein, 
annulling penſions, contains no Exception in Fa- 
vour of penſions granted as Rewards for public 
Services. This clearly ſhews, that the Legiſlature 
did not conſider ſnch penſions, as any part of the 


public Charges: If they did, the Act would be 
inconſiſtent in elf. | 


We have alſo the Senſe of the En glifh Legiſla- 
ture, to the ſame Effect. The Act of the 41. 
and 12. William III. before merftioned, after con- 
verting the private property of the Crown, in the 
Triſh Quit and Crown Rents, into public property, 
for. public Uſes, adds a Clauſe, annulling all pen- 
af without Exception, charged, ot to be char- 
ged thereon. 

- .-NoTuinc: can n evidently - Fl 3 ab- 
ons of all kinds were intended by both py oa 
to be excluded from the Uſes, 3 which the public 
Revenue of Ireland ſtands limited. They wiſely 
forefaw how any Exception in Fayour of penſions 
grounded on public Merit, might be abuſed Ser- 
vants of the Crown and Miſleaders of the- People, 


| Tais may ſlice 0 brate an Objection; mach 
N on; That-expending d competent: part af ſbe 
public Revenue in Fenſions, from a principle off Cha- 
-raty or Generofity, adds to the Dignity of the Crown ; 
and is, therefore, uſeful te the: Public. Perhaps 
the Granting of penſions may <a the Crown, 
in the Eſtimation of ſome peo Bur, be that 


Mater as it may, the net Oben nor 0. 


7 
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an the Jriſh Hearth- money Act and the Exgliſb Act 
of 11. and 12. William III. clearly ſhew, that 
charging the public Revenue of Feland with pen- 
ſions, is centrary to the Intention of both Legiſla- 
2 ; that is to ſay, in other Words, contrary 
to LAW. Nn If 4 


He Rx, it is obſerveable, that a certain modern 
Species of IJriſb penſions ſtands condemn'd by this 
Objection. If the granting of penſions be ufefal, 
for maintaining the Digaity of the Crown; penſi- 
ons granted for Lives or years, whether in poſſeſ- 
ſion or Reverſion, tend to leſſen the Dignity of the 
Crown, in ſucceeding Reigns; and are, therefore 
injurious to the Royal Sucveſſors, to the Nation of 


Ireland, and to every Nation in the Britiſh Domi- 


nions. Some new kind of Sophiſtry muſt be in- 


vented, to frame a plauſible Apology for the Ad- 


viſers of ſuch penſions. 


ALTHoun the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors exclu- 


ded penſions of all kinds, as before obſerved ;' yet 


this univerſal Excluſion may now, perhaps, admit 
of ſome Exceptions, by a new Law to be made 
for this purpoſe; enabling his Majeſty to charge 
the public Revenue of Ireland with certain pen. 
ons, under proper Limitations | 


15 * 


Tur granting of reaſonable penſions to Widows 
of Military Officers, being uſeful to the public; it 


| ſeems clear, that ſuch penſions ought to be confir- 


med by Act of Parliament; and his Majeſty ena- 
bled to grant the like penſions far the future, out 
of the public Revenue. Penſions to Civil Offi- 
cers, really ſuperannuated, ſeem to fall within the 
ſame Reaſon. And it may be a Matter, worthy 


of parliamentary conſideration ; whether reaſona- 


ble 
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ble penſions, which have been granted on princi- | 
ples of Charity, ſhould not be confirmed in like | 
manner. It would, at leaft, be cruel, perhaps un- 

juſt. to reſume them. Penſioners of this Claſs, re- 

lying on their penſions as legal, might probably | 
hav. been thereby diverted from ſeeking out other | 
means of Living. | 


I ſhall not, here, preſume to ſay any thing, con- 
cerning the penſions granted on the Iriſb Eftabliſh- - {? 
ment, to ſome branches of the Royal Family : | 
But, without preſumption, I may, any where, ſay, 4 
there can be no doubt that the Proteſtants of [re- 
land (animated by principles of Gratitude, Juſtice - 
and Honour) will, upon every occaſion, to the ut- f 

moſt of theis Ability, promote the Intereſt and 4 
Dignity of a Family, which not only reſcued, but 
preſerves them from the Fangs, the bloody-Fangs 8 
of Popery. 57 14 1411 | 


SURELY this Family (in itſelf fo amiable, to the ; 
Proteſtant Intereſt fo eſſential) muſt ever maintain 
the warmeſt place in every Proteſtant Heart, not- 
withſtanding all poſſible Abuſes of Adminiſtration. 


Havins taken the Liberty to point out the ſe- 
veral kinds of penſions on the Iriſb Eſtabliſhment, 
that ſeem worthy of Parliamentary Confirmation; 
I ſtall crave a little further Indulgence, to add—If - { 
any penſions have been obtained on that Eſtabliſh- 
ment, to ſerve: the corrupt purpoſes of ambitious j 
Men—1If his Majeſty's Revenues of Ireland have 
been employ'd in penſions, to debauch his Majeſ- | 

| ty's Subjects of both Kingdoms----If the Treaſure, | 
of Jreland has been expended in penſions, for cor- 
rupting Men of that Kingdom to betray their Coun- 

try, and Men of the neighbouring Kingdom, to 
N | betray 
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betray both. If 7r;þ penſions have been procured, 
to ſupport Gameſters and Gaming -Houſes. promo- 
ting a Vice, which threatens National Ruin----+If 
Iriſb penhons have been pilfered from the Crown, 
to raiſe and maintain an unnatura] power againſt 
the Crown's Vicegerent----If penſions have been 
purloined out of the National Treaſure of Ireland, 
under the Maſk of Salaries annexed to public Offi- 
ces, uſeleſs to the Nation ; * nr for the 
purpoſes of Corruption —If Ireland juſt beginning 
to recover from the Devaſtations of Maſſacre and 
Rebellion, be © obſtructed in the progreſs of her 
Cure by Swarms of penſionary Vultures, preyi 
on her . Vitals---If, hy ſquandering the Nationa 
Subſtance of Ireland in a licentious, unbounded 
profuſion of penſions, - inſtead of employing it in 
nouriſhing and improving her Infant-Agriculturc, 
Trade and Manufactures; or in enlightening and 
reforming her poor, ignorant, deluded, miſerable 
Natives (by Nature moſt amiable, moſt valuable, 
moſt worthy of public Attention) -If, by fuch 
Abuſe of the National Subſtance, Sloth and Naſti- 
neſs, Cold and Hunger, Nakedneſs and Wretch- 
edneſs, Popery, Depopulatianiand Barbariſm, ſtill 
maintain their Ground; ſtill deform a Country a- 
bounding with all the Riches of Nature; yet, hi- 
therto deſtin'd to Beggary - If ſuch penſions be 
found on the [5þ Eſtabliſhment ; let ſuch be cut 


off: And let the perfidious Adviſers be branded 


with indelible Characters of public Infamy; ade- 


quate, if poſſible, to the Diſhonour of their Crime. 
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